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EDITORIAL

There is no such thing as static Masonry. Masonry, for ever, is the Masons'
learning, thinking, loving, praying and achieving step by step. Every success
opens the door to another opportunity for greater learning, for further progress
and steady improvements. We strive and fail and again strive and learn the truth
that all success arises from the broken pieces of failure. Even as we grope in the
darkness and feel a sense of futility, we are in the process of growing and the light
comes to lead us out of greater darkness into more light.

What do we mean when we refer to 'Masonic Failure'? There could be no failure
in Masonry except that which arises when we lose light of the real goal of
achievement which is the attainment of Masonic Light.

All our efforts are wasted unless we, forever, keep in mind that Masonic
edification, Masonic training and Masonic study must be directed towards the
final tiumph which is being at one with the G.A.O.T.U.

Masonry has been described as “the realization of God by the practice of
Brotherhood.” In these few words is revealed clearly the sole purpose of our
Institution. Why is Brotherhood a slow evolutionary movement instead of a
natural and spontaneous condition? Why are there wars and why does man
seek to destroy man and even the very earth which is God's bountiful gift to man?
Brotherhood must be established upon a sharing of spiritual qualities. In all
countries where Masonry is firmly established, we will find the natural union of
hearts and minds and peace. Let the sceptics and the enemies of Masonry
ponder over this fact.

Let us remember that Masonry is “the realization of God” not through the theory
but by “the practice of Brotherhood.”

Sincere appologies for the delay in bringing out this issue.

Bro. Dinshaw Rusi Pavri



District Grand Masters APPEAL

A brief story of the Freemason's Hall,
(Ravelin Street) Damodar Sukhadwala Marg, Mumbai.

Upto 1833, the jurisdiction of Grand Lodge of England over Lodges in India was
complete. In 1836 Bro. Dr. James Burns was appointed by the Grand Lodge of
Scotland as Provincial Grand Master for Western India and its Dependencies.
Bro. Burns arrived in Bombay in December 1837 and joined Lodge
PERSEVERANCE, then on the Englishroll.

AProvincial Grand Lodge was formed in 1838 and eight years later Bro. Dr. Burns
became the Provincial Grand Master of the Scottish Constitution and
consequently Lodge Perseverance went over to the provincial Grand Lodge
(Scotland). The present Headquarters of the Crafts in Bombay came into
existence in 1899. Duringthe previous years, the Lodges metin many places like
Byculla, Colaba, Malabar Hill, etc. Initially there were a few hitches between the
English and the Scottish Constitutions over the administration of the Freemasons
Joint Hall, but happily they were soon resolved and there has been an amicable
concord between the Constitutions since 1875.

During that period, representatives of all the English Lodges decided that a
Masonic temple should be built for the use of all Masonic bodies, whether
English, Scottish or Irish. Accordingly the Scottish Lodge “Rising Star of Western
India” decided in 1864 to purchase the land and stipulated that the temple has to
be called “The Framiji Cowasji Masonic Hall” after the grandfather (a non mason)
of the Worshipful Master of that Lodge. Bro. N. N. Framiji of that Lodge purchased
a piece of land on Bellasis Road admeasuring 10,800 sq. yards and conveyed it
to his Lodge.

When Rt. Wor. Bro. Tyrell Leith became the DGM, active steps were taken to build
a Masonic Temple for all bodies under the English and Scottish Constitutions.

The Grand Sub-Committee of the Scottish Constitution decided that it should be
a Joint Hall to be named “The Bombay Masonic Hall”. The land bought earlier was
sold. Objections to naming it the “Framji Cowas;ji Hall” was diluted and the Grand
Sub Committee recommended that the Banqueting Hall, be called “Framiji
Cowasiji Banqueting Hall’. This stipulation was sanctioned by the High Court,
which ordered that the proceeds of the sale of the land, which had been held in
Trust, be given to the Joint Hall Committee on condition that the Banqueting Hall
be named 'FRAMJI COWASJI BANQUETING HALL”.
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The site on which the Hall now stands was chosen by Wor. Bro. G. O. W. Dunn,
Deputy DGM Bombay in 1896.

The foundation stone of the Hall was laid in 1897 and the building was ready for
occupation in 2 years. Both, the stone laying ceremony and consecration of the
Temple were performed by Rt. Wor. Bro. Lord Sandhurst, who was both the
District Grand Master EC and Grand Master of All Scottish Freemasonry in India.

The present Masonic Hall is now nearly 113 years old. Though it has
withstood admirably the ravages of time and weather, it is now in need of
urgent repairs. The District Grand Masters of both the Scottish and the
English Constitutions, sincerely request generous donations from the
Lodges and individual Brethren for carrying out the much needed repairs
and preserve this Heritage Building for generations of younger
Freemasons.

Oriental Calendars.

In Western countries, the advance of Astronomical science enables us to
regulate the Calendar with accuracy, in regard to the lunar and solar year; but in
the East, a variety of Calendars exist that in some cases causes a complete
puzzle to Europeans. The followingis a brief analysis of the mostimportant :-

CHINA.- The Chinese civil year is lunar, and consists of 12 months of 29
and 30 days alternately. In every three years a thirteenth month is added to
accommodate the variations of the solar and lunar years. But this is not entirely
effected by such an arrangement, consequently, the Chinese have a cycle of 60
years, in which period 22 intercalary months occur. The superstitions of that
nation render the almanac of the utmost importance, as it contains a statement of
"lucky and unlucky days," in a manner somewhat resembling the impudent
impostures of the same kind sold in England. The year is divided into 24 periods,
corresponding to the position of the sun, at its entrance into, and as the middle of
each sign of the Zodiac.

JAPAN.- As in China, the almanac is one of the most important works
published in Japan; the year is divided into 12 months, corresponding to the
twelve signs of the Zodiac. The months, however, vary in length, and the Mikado,
or Religious Emperor, assigns the necessary intercalary days, and the months
that have to be added to accommodate the variation of the solar and lunar years.
The division of daily time is effected in a curious manner, a peculiar sacredness

attaching to the number nine. _
Continued on page ....... 26
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We believe in “Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth”\We have done our duty towards the
Society.




A MASONIC ANTHEM
BY RT. WOR. BRO. J.D.B. GRIBBLE, I. C. S. (RETIRED),
PAST MASTER, PAST Z., AND HON. SUBSTITUTE
GRAND MASTER A.S.F.I.

The following Masonic anthem was written when | was in the chair of Lodge
Morland, and was afterwards adopted in Lodge Mayo and Lodge Heather. Two
or three verses are sung at the opening, and the remainder at the close of the
Lodge when the Master and officers enter and leave. It adds much more to the
solemnity of the function if the Rt. Worshipful Master both enters and leaves with
his officers in procession, in the same way as Grand Lodge does. The hymn can
be sung whilst this is taking place. By sending it is a contribution to the Jubilee
issue, it may be made known to other Lodges. It can be sung to the tune of “The

Church's one foundation.”

We pray our ancient order
May rule throughout the land,
And we may form as Masons,
One strong, united band;

No quarrels here, no discord,
No envy shall prevail,
Fortothe vows we've taken
In duty none shallfail.

Our craft each creed embraces
Each colour and eachrace;

Here every man's brother
Foreach we have a place,

One faith we have in common

In One we all confide;

Oh ! may that Master's presence
Here in our Lodge abide !

Of one colossal temple

We all form living stones,

In which, by love cemented,
Love speaks in gentle tones;
Here all meeton the level
And actupon the Square,
And this our rule of conduct,
'In all things just and fair.

Oh! May that Eye all-seeing

Be with us every day,

And may we feel its presence
In allwe do and say;

The vows we here have spoken
Shall form our rule of life;

And we will live as brethren
Without one thought of strife.

Thus can we do our duty,

And thus fulfil our trust;

Thus can we form, thus only,
APerfect Lodge and Just;

Until the lastdread Summons
Shall call us hence, above,

To that Grand Lodge in Heaven
The Lodge of 'Perfect Love !"
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